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Applying for a passport without full parental consent
When applying for a child passport, the simplest way is to get consent from each person with parental responsibility for the child.
People with parental responsibility can include:
· each person listed as a parent on the child’s birth certificate,
· the husband of the child’s mother if she was married to him when the child was born, or during the 44 weeks before the child’s birth, 
· a person who is listed on Child Support Agency documents as a parent and is paying (or has previously paid) child support,
· or a person who has guardianship or custody of the child,
· or has parental responsibility for the child, under Commonwealth or Australian state or territory law.
However, parental responsibility can be removed through an Australian court order.
There are also situations where we may be able to issue a child passport without full parental consent.
You don’t need full parental consent if an Australian court order permits the child to: have an Australian passport, travel internationally, or live or spend time with another person who is outside Australia.
If you don't have full parental consent or a relevant Australian court order, you can apply to have a child's passport assessed under ‘special circumstances’.
When applying under special circumstances, you'll need to complete additional forms and provide supporting evidence.
Additional forms may be required if:
· there is only one parent listed on your child's birth certificate,
· your child was born through surrogacy,
· or there are any court orders relating to your child.
It's important to answer all questions on these forms.
If sections are left blank or information is missing, your application will be considered incomplete and won't be processed until it is completed.
You’ll also need to provide supporting evidence.
Depending on your circumstances, this may include documents such as declarations from government bodies or educational institutions, family violence orders, judicial orders, or medical and police documents.
You can find more information on the different forms and supporting evidence needed by visiting passports.gov.au/IncompleteConsent.
It’s important to know that when you apply under special circumstances, there’s no guarantee a passport will be issued.
The application fee may not be refunded if a passport is not issued, and the usual six week minimum processing time for a passport application doesn't apply.
This is because assessment can take longer and depends on your individual circumstances.
After completing the application form, the next step is to lodge it at a participating Post Office, along with the additional forms and supporting evidence, and pay the passport fee.
You need to bring the original documents with you when you lodge your application.
Our faster processing services are not available for applications without full parental consent.
For more information about applying for a child passport without full parental consent, visit passports.gov.au/IncompleteConsent
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