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How to apply for a child passport
Applying for a child passport in Australia involves the following four steps:
Gather your documents together
Ask someone to be a guarantor
Fill in the application form
Lodge your application.
First, gather the documents you need:
· your child’s full birth certificate
· documents proving your child’s Australian citizenship
· documents proving any change of name for your child, you or the other parent
· any Australian or foreign court orders relating to your child, including orders that establish who has parental responsibility or allow the child to have a passport for travel, 
· and two passport photos of your child.
Additional forms may need to be filled out depending on you and your child’s circumstances.
Next, ask someone to be your child’s guarantor.
A guarantor signs the passport application form and the back of one of the passport photos.
The guarantor must be an adult Australian citizen who has known the child for more than one year – or since they were born if the child is under 12 months.
The guarantor can’t be related to you or your child, or in a relationship with you, and can’t be living at the same address as you or your child.
Once you’ve gathered your documents, fill in the application form.
You can access the form online at passports.gov.au or call 131 232 and ask for a form to be sent to you or visit a participating Post Office to pick up a copy.
Getting consent from each person with parental responsibility is the simplest way to get your child’s passport.
There are other ways, including certain court orders.

You can also ask for assessment under ‘special circumstances’, but these do not guarantee your child’s passport will be issued.
The application must be signed in front of a witness.
The witness: must be over 18 can’t be related to you or your child, and can’t be in a relationship with or living with either parent.
Children aged 10 and over must also sign the form.
Child passport applications lodged without full parental consent can often take longer to process and may not be approved.
Where possible, you should try to get consent from each person with parental responsibility.
The next step is to lodge the application at a participating Post Office.
If you’re applying for a passport for a child aged 16 or 17, the child must be with you when you lodge your application.
You’ll be asked to show proof of identity for you and your child and to pay the passport fee.
It’s important to bring original proof of identity documents with you when you lodge your child’s application.
To be accepted as a valid proof of identity, these documents must include you or your child’s name, photo, address and signature.
First, we assess your application.
We may contact you to clarify the details you’ve provided or to request further information.
Then, we notify you once your passport is ready.
You can choose to receive the passport by post or collect it from your nearest passport office.
Please allow a minimum of 6 weeks to receive your child’s passport after you lodge the application.
If you need the passport quickly, faster processing options may be available for an extra fee when you lodge your child’s application.
To be eligible for faster processing, the application must be lodged with full parental consent.
For more information about applying for a child passport, visit passports.gov.au
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